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During the first week of each 

December, the global art world 

descends on South Florida for Art 

Basel Miami, the mothership of all 

art fairs for collectors, curators, 

moguls and art enthusiasts. Besides 

blue chip art, dozens of satellite art 

shows and events take place in 

tandem with Art Basel bringing an 

international source of museum-

quality and avant garde art and 

design close to home. Collectively 

known as Miami Art Week, most art 

fairs kick off on November 30 and 

run through December 4.

by Karen LeBlanc

and process and works that are both per-
sonal and probing.

“The art world really responds to the 
economic and political climates as a 
broader call that reflects our collective 
mood. It’s a ‘who am I moment?’ Our 
nation is so divided and people want to 
understand where they stand on things. 
Art is very personal right now. Thinking 
people are asking themselves where they 
stand on issues and what it means to be 
American,” says Tiana Webb Evans, one 
of the producers of the PULSE Contempo-
rary Art Fair, which featured 75 local and 
international exhibitors presenting new 
and emerging art practices.

“The collectors are getting tired of art 
that repeats more of the same ideas and 
the same subjects that we’ve been seeing 
since 1905, yet we still call these works 
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TTThis is Art Basel’s 15th year staging its fair 
in Miami Beach. More than 77,000 people 
visited the 269 galleries from 29 countries 
presenting works ranging from modern 
masterpieces to contemporary paintings, 
films, sculptures and installations. Art 
Basel also takes place annually in Basel, 
Switzerland, and Hong Kong.

This crossover between art and design 
makes Miami Art Week an ideal place to 
source authentic décor in addition to the 
ubiquitous trade shows that hold sway over 
many interior designers and decorators. 
PULSE Contemporary Art Fair Miami 
Beach and Design Miami are among sev-
eral shows that presented design as con-
ceptual, intellectual and livable objects on 
par with contemporary art.

Both shows presented fresh perspec-
tives through explorations of materials 

Miami Mountain sculpture by  
Ugo Rondinone  in the Public sector 
of Art Basel Miami Beach 2016
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contemporary art. I think many collectors 
today are shifting from pure abstract art to 
a contemporary art with some intent, a 
meaningful work that relates to the 
human being, a kind of humanist art,” 
observes Rick Rofe, director, Rimonim 
Art Gallery, Miami.

Much of the conceptual art and design 
on display forced introspective questions, 
making one go beyond the surface in 
search of deeper meaning.

Colombian artist Adriana Ospina coated 
a child’s tricycle in gold paint creating a 
kinetic sculpture that explores the rela-
tionship between nostalgia and memory. 
“The piece is about how you put the shine 
on memories that you carry throughout 
life. The tricycle pedals going toward the 
future, yet you still carry all of your mem-
ories behind,” explains Adriana, referenc-
ing a basket of flowers made of old family 
photos attached to the back of the tricycle. 
“You make flowers around these cher-
ished feelings and intimate moments as 
you move forward.”

The Swinging  
Cocoon Chair by  

The Campana  
Brothers at  

Design Miami/
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Kinder Modern brought collectible 
contemporary children’s furniture com-
missioned from material-based designers 
Chen Chen and Kai Williams. “I had them 
take this material lens to historic chil-
dren’s furniture in terms of the joinery 
and how things come together,” explains 
Lora Appleton, founder of Kinder Modern, 
which has one of the world’s largest collec-
tions of designer children’s furniture dat-
ing from the 1920s through today. The col-
lection includes chairs crafted of homasote, 
a composite of compressed recycled paper, 
with hand-finished brass joinery, and fur-
niture made of fiberglass and iron.

“What’s really great about working in 
these materials is that children really get 
to experience things in a different way. 
They are engaged as they sit in the chair. 
They ask about the material as part of the 
developmental chain of learning about 
materials and about how things are made,” 
explains Lora, who refers to the collection 
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Labor Gallery at  
Art Basel Miami Beach

Homasote Chairs by  
Chen Chen & Kai Williams 

for kinder MODERN at 
Design Miami/
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as transitional objects that become new 
kinds of heirlooms.

This symbiotic relationship between 
interior design and art at these shows is an 
opportunity to build a collection by creat-
ing compelling living spaces. Many collec-
tors are motivated to acquire works as an 
investment and as decorative elements.

“Instead of buying mass-produced 
posters, paintings or pictures, look for art 
and design that speaks to you. Bring it 
home and you’ll see the enjoyment of liv-
ing with this real piece that is the culmi-
nation of many moments in an artist’s 
career. Great artists are reinventing them-
selves always,” observes Francois Babi-
neau, owner of Galeries Simon Blais in 
Montréal, Québec

“Obviously, you are going to have spac-
es to fill, such as over the couch, but if you 
are buying art because it matches the 
drapes, then you are not in this for the 

Sculpture on 
exhibit at Art Basel 

Miami Beach
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right reasons. Collecting is a passion. It’s 
about the hunt, finding a piece with mean-
ing and a compelling story, and acquiring 
it,” says Max Davidson, co-owner of David-
son Contemporary in New York.

Design Miami/ is another must-see 
show during Art Basel because it features 
rarefied furniture and architectural ele-
ments by iconic modernist masters and 
galleries of collectible design from around 
the globe. Each year, Design Miami/ com-
missions eye-catching installations such as 
the 3D-printed grid sculpture at the entrance 
by New York based SHoP Architects.

Galerie Patrick Seguin, located in Paris 
and London, presented works from 20th 
century French designers Jean Prouvé 
and Jean Royère. Works by Charlotte Per-
riand, Pierre Jeanneret and Le Corbusier 
were also well represented.

Design Miami/ is an ideal place to dis-
cover distinctive voices in art and design 
and unexpected uses of materials. Southern 
Guild, a gallery of South African art with 

South African 
Artist Atang 
Tshikare with  
Le bone Lebone 
on exhibit with 
Southern Guild  
at Design Miami/

Jean-Marie Appriou’s Mirage 
in the Public sector of  

Art Basel Miami Beach 2016

Blum & Poe Gallery at Art Basel Miami Beach

Hok Chandelier  
Otto du Plessis 
on exhibit with 
Southern Guild 
at Design Miami/

Southern Guild Gallery 
at Design Miami/
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locations in Cape Town and Johannes-
burg, presented a unique narrative in its 
works. “South African artists work in a 
particular way that is very different from 
the rest of the world. Their design process 
is primal, instinctive, from the gut and 
very personal, perhaps less cerebral and 
intellectual,” explains Trevyn McGowan, 
gallery founder and director of Southern 
Guild.

If you missed Art Basel this year, not to 
worry, Miami is an art and design destina-
tion year-round. It’s home to five of the top 
200 private art collections in the world 
including the Rubell Family Collection, The 
Marguilies Collection and the de la Cruz 
Collection, which are open to the public.

For architecture aficionados, The Miami 
Design Preservation League offers guided 
walking tours of Miami Modern and Art 
Deco architecture. A visit to Miami 
Beach’s Art Deco Museum provides a 
primer on the three major historic design 
styles in Miami Beach — Mediterranean 
Revival, Art Deco and Miami Modern 
(MiMo). In January, Miami Beach hosts 
Art Deco Weekend, a three-day celebra-
tion of architecture, art, culture and enter-
tainment held on Ocean Drive.  

Other must-see creative locales include 
The Wynwood Arts District, home to 
more than 70 galleries; The Miami Design 
District downtown; the Perez Art Museum, 
presenting international art of the 20th 
and 21st centuries.

One tip if you plan on attending Miami 
Art Week next year: Miami and Miami 
Beach operate a free shuttle service dur-
ing the event that transports visitors to the 
numerous art fairs in each city. 

Karen LeBlanc is host  of The Design Tourist 

series. She travels the globe attending some 

of the world’s premiere design events in 

search of the latest trends, tastemakers  

and unique finds. Learn more at thedesign-

tourist.com. 
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