
The 2017  
New American Home

merges golf and Rat Pack glamour  
in a pod-style estate in  

Lake Nona Golf & Country Club  
for living large and small.

THE NEW
AMERICAN

HOME
BY Karen LeBlanc
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OVERLOOKING THE FAIRWAYS OF LAKE NONA 
GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB, THE 2017 NEW  
AMERICAN HOME (TNAH), DESIGNED AND  
BUILT BY PHIL KEAN DESIGN GROUP,  
CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF MID-CENTURY  
MODERN’S PINNACLE WHEN HOLLYWOOD ELITE 
AND WEALTHY SOCIALITES COMMISSIONED 
MODERNIST PARTY PADS FROM THE PREVAILING 
STARCHITECTS. NAMED PALM COURT, A NOD  
TO ITS MUSE — THE PALM SPRINGS, ’50S-ERA,  
RAT PACK, COUNTRY CLUB SET — THE 
8,245-SQUARE-FOOT “POD” STYLE HOME  
HAS FIVE BEDROOMS, SEVEN-AND-A-HALF  
BATHROOMS, A ROOFTOP TERRACE AND  
MAJOR GOLF AMENITIES. 
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Phil Kean’s present-day interpretation of mod-
ernism is a Florida version, defined by a 
40-foot span of glass that fronts the home, 
rectilinear planes and flat roof lines that cre-
ate contemporary curb appeal. Located in a 
private, gated community known for its 
famous-name athletes and pro golfers, Phil 

built Palm Court as a show home on tour during the 2017 NAHB 
International Builders’ Show (IBS) held in Orlando in January. The 
New American Home features the latest lifestyle trends and tech-
nologies, offering a first look at new building products before they 
hit the market. Phil Kean Design Group worked with participating 
vendors to custom create products that will become a part of ven-
dors’ product lines, available to the consumer in the near future. 

Before the IBS, I met up with Phil Kean to tour his latest Lake 
Nona estate and experience its unique floor plan—a rectangular 
grouping of living zones around an interior putting green/court-
yard with palm trees. “The home is great for living large or small 
because you can close or open sections,”’ explains Phil, principal of 
Phil Kean Design Group, AIA, ASID, AIBD.

Immediately as we enter the home, we are outside again as the 
sliding glass walls by WinDoor open to reveal the entrance corridor 
furnished as a casual seating area that leads to the main living 
spaces—a music room, great room, dining room, wine bar and 
kitchen, all opening up to waterfront views and a vanishing-edge 
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pool. “We’ve designed the house to be pod-
like with a main house connected to three 
pods by enclosed courtyards and walk-
ways,” he adds. 

One pod is a self-contained guest suite 
with a bedroom, bathroom, living room 
and laundry. The second pod is an exer-
cise and spa space with a steam room and 
massage table. The third pod is a game 
room with a pool table and bar.

Our tour begins at the entry corridor 
leading to custom-designed glass and 
wood double doors from Simpson Door 
Company that open to the music room, 
known as the grand salon,  with a Bösend-
orfer piano and floor-to-ceiling, double-
sided fireplace adorned with geometric 
concrete tiles from Walker Zanger’s Kaza 
Collection. “This beautiful fire feature 
offers a line of sight through to the entire 
sequence of the house,” notes Phil, refer-
ring to the custom-made, see-through, 
glass firebox with views to the great room 
and dining room.

Throughout the home, 15 retractable 
screens by Phantom Screens open up the 
home to the outdoors from all angles, 
including a motorized wall screen span-
ning more than 40 feet in the great room 
and dining room. “We have the largest 
Phantom Screens ever made and one of 
the largest sliding walls of glass,” Phil says. 

“The décor is a nod to mid-century styl-
ing; you can imagine one of those fantas-
tic Palm Springs resorts where Frank 
Sinatra was in the other room,” explains 
Phil, who had just returned from a trip to 
the desert resort city when he began 
designing the home. The Phil Kean 
design team locally sourced much of the 
home’s décor and art elements, working 
with Flying Horse Editions, a collabora-
tive research studio for visual artists at the 
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University of Central Florida. “The colors are a bit more glamor-
ous with a touch of glitter and bling. The house is designed 
around parties, art and relaxation,” he says. 

A wine bar with glass-walled wine storage fronts the great 
room and announces the kitchen. High-gloss lacquer cabinets 
seamlessly disguise appliances, cabinetry and the pantry. The 
Sub-Zero refrigerator and freezer with lacquer fronts blend with 
matching cabinets. The kitchen’s sheen is counterbalanced with 
a distressed walnut, live-edge breakfast bar that extends from a 
kitchen island with smoked-glass-front cabinets. Phil commis-
sioned Alabama artist Robin Wade to create the live-edge fea-
ture with seating for four. Black-glass-front ovens and a range by 
Wolf with touch-to-operate surfaces and clever design details, 
such as hidden electrical outlets that pop up from the counter-
tops, complete the look. 

The kitchen opens to the family room and a sculptural glass 
staircase, crafted in Belgium, with lighted steps leading to the 
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sky terrace and a bar named “The 19th Hole.” The single-story 
flat roof serves as a platform for the sky terrace, accessible also 
by an outside staircase and an elevator. On the rooftop, an out-
door kitchen and multiple seating areas drink in bird’s-eye 
views of the community’s 18-hole championship golf course, 
designed by Tom Fazio.

The master suite forms the right wing of the home opening 
to the pool, an adjacent sitting area and a fitness room. “The 
master suite should feel like a boutique hotel or resort hotel and 
I think the décor captures that feel with the velvet upholstered 
headboard that spans the wall and this fantastic view of the pool 
and waterfront,” Phil says. A white, stacked-stone, corner fire-
place and gray and white color palette create a soft, serene 
retreat. Completing the spa-like experience is a European-styled 
wet room that places the shower and a freestanding tub in the 
same shared space, designed to deliver a rain shower experience 
with body washes and sprays. The master bath opens to a room-
length Brazilian wood bench and disperses natural light through 
a frosted glass wall. 

From the master suite, we cross through to the golf simulator 
room designed for training, practice, and après golf at the bar, 
one of six bars in the home. On the back wall, a large digital 
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screen recreates golf courses from around the world connected 
to a putting green. “It’s all high-definition, cutting-edge technol-
ogy for the golfer and if you are going to buy in Lake Nona, this is 
a staple,” Phil says. 

Back at the front of the house, we arrive at the guest suite pod, 
a home within a home, and the glass hallway, a visible part of the 
exterior, that leads to a series of three additional guest rooms, 
completing the rectangular footprint.

“One of the cool things about pod architecture is that you can 
use the space based on your needs. If you want a house to party, 
this is the place,” Phil says. 

For a complete tour of The 2017 New American Home, check out  
The Design Tourist episode featuring Karen’s visit with  
Phil Kean at thedesigntourist.com. 
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LAKE NONA
Known in many corners as “the future of cities,” 

Lake Nona has become a model for a forward-

looking, health and wellness community.  Lake 

Nona’s 17 square miles are rooted in health, 

wellbeing and performance innovation thanks 

to a thriving health and life sciences cluster 

and the growing Sports & Performance Dis-

trict anchored by the USTA’s National Campus 

and Orlando City Soccer Club’s training facility. 

The community’s focus on health and wellbeing 

makes Lake Nona a unique atmosphere for 

individuals and families who seek to live more 

actively together.  Lake Nona’s 44 miles of trails 

connect neighborhoods, schools and commu-

nity centers, and health events like Yoga Nona 

and Tai Chi are further supported by regular 

community events like family movie nights 

and the monthly “Live & Local” events, which 

feature some of Central Florida’s best live 

music, farmer’s market and top food trucks.  

As culture defines a community, Lake Nona’s 

burgeoning culinary and public art scene con-

tinues to create a diverse, modern environment. 

These are just a few of the many reasons that 

Lake Nona is a nationally awarded, master-

planned community that shines for promoting 

health, wellbeing, performance, innovation and 

community in everything it does.

LAKE NONA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Created more than 30 years ago along a 600-acre stretch of land, Lake Nona Golf & Coun-

try Club combines natural splendor with a dynamic lifestyle in a community that offers diverse 

amenities amid an abundance of home options.

The unique opportunity to live and play at Lake Nona has attracted a vibrant community of mem-

bers and residents who represent more than 30 countries around the globe and who enjoy a 

wealth of amenities, including a Tom Fazio-designed championship golf course, a newly reno-

vated 40,000-square-foot Clubhouse along with an 18-room Guest Lodge, a Bath & Racquet 

Club with all-inclusive fitness and tennis facilities, swimming pool with cabanas, year-round 

children’s programming including a kids clubhouse called Nona Crewhouse, 24-hour gated 

security, and water-based recreation on a trio of waterways. 
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