
6 STYLE STORIES  
for HOME INTERIORS
FURNITURE DEBUTS FROM HIGH POINT MARKET IN TANDEM WITH RECENT COLOR FORECASTS 

PROVIDE A FRESH DOSE OF DESIGN INSPIRATION IN 2018. HERE ARE THE TOP SIX TRENDS IN 

HOME DÉCOR AND HOW THEY COME TOGETHER IN THE LATEST LOOKS.

by Karen LeBlanc

hues. Surya, a manufacturer of home 
accessories and rugs, calls this trend story 
“Glacier,” inspired by frosted textures and 
the organic patterns of glacial landscapes. 
These washed-out colors blend with 
stone, concrete, wood, metal and glass 
materials for textural depth.

TrEND rEPOrT

1// DESATURATED SPACES
Color and texture play with undertones 
and overtones to create desaturated living 
spaces that are warmer alternatives to the 
ubiquitous optic-white spaces defining 
contemporary design in recent years. 
Envision desaturated furnishings in shades 
of white with gray tones, smoky grays and 
dusty pinks with textural elements such 
as natural fiber weaves, shaggy faux fur, 
cotton macrame, velveteen, linen and cot-
ton slub yarn. These desaturated tones 
mix with deeper, richer hues pulled from 
wood to add visual depth to a space. The 
look uses patterns sparingly, creating 
interest through a subtle mixing of tonal Home Treasures linens, St. Moritz full  bedroom
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2//FURNITURE AS AN  
        ART CANVAS 
The new decorating rule liberates art 
from the walls as furniture becomes the 
canvas. Several collections debuted at 
High Point featuring paintings on coffee 
tables, consoles and chairs. Furniture 
company John-Richard launched a collec-
tion that integrates paintings by abstract 
artist Carol Benson-Cobb and painter 
Austin Allen James. End tables, cocktail 
tables and stacking tables feature two of 
James’ works, Gilded Onyx and Lustrous 
Sky. “Living with art is no longer confined 
to the walls. I love furniture. I love original 
art. I wanted to marry the two to create a 
unique and beautiful heirloom line of 
sculptural art that is also practical,” Aus-
tin says. The painting, Dune, by Benson-
Cobb also appears on a suite of furniture 
products with John-Richard. This idea of 
furniture as the canvas opens up new pos-
sibilities for including art in a living space. 

3//PEAK PERFORMANCE 
        FABRICS
Today’s consumer wants fashion-forward 
furniture that is comfortable, livable and 
durable. Indoor-outdoor lifestyles and open 
floor plans demand performance from 
fabrics and upholstery. The latest furniture 

launches deliver both high design and high 
performance, incorporating fabrics from 
brands including Crypton and Sunbrella 
in a range of looks. EJ Victor Furniture 
introduced its second installment of the 
Perennials Social Collection, upholstered 
in high-performance Perennials Fabrics 

TrEND rEPOrT

John-Richard 
Gilded Onyx 
cocktail table 
painted by Austin 
Allen James

John-Richard  
Dune credenza 
painted by Carol 
Benson-Cobb

EJ Victor Furniture, Perennials Social collection;  
left: Chit Chat Chair;  below: Soirée Sectional — three 
seat armless with built-in corner (right face/left face)

that are resistant to soil, water, UV radia-
tion, tearing and abrasion. According to 
EJ Victor, the fashion-forward collection, 
designed by Bobby McAlpine, is “able to 
take a direct hit from a Cabernet and 
bleach clean without a trace.”
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4//BLUES CHANGE HUES
Blue remains a popular color story in 
home décor, whether paired with white 
as in the debut Barclay Butera collections 
for Lexington Home Brands, or on the 
walls as in Sherwin-Williams’ 2018 Color 
of the Year, Oceanside SW 6496. Barclay’s 
Newport collection features his signature 
blue and white, ivory, and soft shades of 

taupe and gray in linens and cottons in an 
interpretation of “New Traditional” design. 

Sherwin-Williams says its 2018 color 
pick, a fusion of rich blue with jewel-toned 
green, creates intense dimension and 
harmonizes with other diverse color 
groups. “Oceanside offers a sense of the 
familiar with a hint of the unknown, 
bridging between old and new, light and 
dark,” says Sue Wadden, director of color 
marketing at Sherwin-Williams. Blue 
hues continue to anchor home interior 
color palettes in 2018, predominantly with 
green undertones. 

TrEND rEPOrT

Barclay Butera 
seated on the 
Sheffield leather 
cocktail ottoman, 
amid his Newport 
collection

Sherwin-Williams’ 
2018 color of the year, 
Oceanside SW 6496

5//REGIONAL & FOLKLORIC 
       MOTIFS
The latest iteration of eclectic or bohemian 
styles embrace mysticism and folklore by 
curating décor elements that ground a 
room and foster mindfulness. The looks 
manifest as a meditation on the role and 
meaning of objects in our daily lives — a 
counterpoint to mindless consumerism. 
Fashion Snoops, a trend forecasting agency, 
names this home décor trend story “Aura,” 
bringing an ethereal element to design 
that hones in on spirituality and embraces 
shamanism, ancient rituals and nature. 
Popular accents include decorative mir-
rors, mystic symbolism, woven baskets, 

Surya Instinct 
collection 
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wooden bowls, hammered metals, oversized poufs and woven 
wall art. Create the look by mixing in handcrafted and arti-
sanal pieces such as woven baskets, fur and hide to add a dose 
of softness.

TrEND rEPOrT

6//BLUSH AND BRASS
Pinks in washed-out hues, ranging from 
blush to dusty rose, combine with brushed 
or patinaed brass in all areas of the home. 
Surya interprets this profusion of pink as 
a trend it calls “Harmony,” saying, “This 
season’s pink is warm and inviting, radiat-
ing a sense of rejuvenation and well-
being.” AkzoNobel, a furniture company, 
designated Heart Wood, described as a 
mature pink, as its 2018 color of the year. 
“The softened, dusty rose with hints of 
gray works well with today’s popular pale 
and desaturated furnishings. It absorbs 

Surya Wilderness  
collection 

Maggie Cruz Home Habanera desk  

Arte Collection 
Global Views
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undertones of the various wood species as we layer the overtones of our systems into cooler 
and darker charcoal, to chocolate wood tones,” says Bob Averett, director of the AkzoNobel 
Color Design Studio. Designer Maggie Cruz debuted a more whimsical pink in her collec-
tion inspired by Old Havana and Miami art deco. “I saw a void in the market for sensible yet 
playful designs; furniture seems so serious now,” explains Maggie, a Miami-based interior 
designer. Several coral-colored standouts in the Maggie Cruz line include the Alexandra bench 
and the Habanera desk, both crafted of lacquered wood that frame caned cutouts.

TrEND rEPOrT

Karen LeBlanc is host  
of The Design Tourist  
series. She travels the  
globe attending some of  
the world’s premiere design  
events in search of the latest  
trends, tastemakers and  
unique finds. Learn more  
at thedesigntourist.com. 

Harmony trend, fall 2017  

The takeaway for trending looks in 2018 is 
a move toward more soothing, inviting, 
softer interiors that embrace a mix of tex-
tures and objects of meaning for mindful 
living. For more on High Point, a biannual 
furniture trade show held in the Piedmont 
region of North Carolina, go to highpoint-
market.org. 
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