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The living room  
features an existing 

fireplace mantel 
surround with  

updated Absolute  
Black granite;  

reclaimed hardwood 
flooring in a herring-

bone pattern; and 
Prussian Blue velvet 

sofa and chairs of  
a Chippendale  

fretwork pattern.
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Historic preservation melds with modern renovation  

to bring an 80-year-old home into the 21st century  

and show other builders how it’s done. 

The New American Remodel 2018, renovated by Farina & Sons, Inc., and a team 
of experts, began its second act as a show home for the National Association 
of Home Builders recently on tour during the International Builders’ Show 
(IBS). Located in an established neighborhood north of downtown Orlando, 

the 5,000+ square-foot home honors the past, embraces the present and celebrates the 
future in both grand gestures, intricate design details and the latest technologies.

“Our challenge was to transform an old house into a new house while preserving its 
character,” says Victor Farina, president, Farina & Sons, Inc. Working with Nasrallah 
Architectural Group, Inc., interior designer Grant Gribble, Redmon Design Company, 
and green build consultant Two Trails Inc., the team preserved the home’s architectural 
integrity while modernizing its systems and updating its décor. 
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“Our goal was to create a distinctive home that could be seen in any part of the country- 
Boston, Chicago, Nashville or LA. We wanted homeowners, designers and builders to see 
the latest finishes, products and technology so they could take away ideas that would work 
for them in their own homes,” Victor explains.

The home’s curb appeal conjures up visions of the New Orleans French Quarter—a 
brick and stucco facade with a cast iron balcony supported by columns of ornate iron 
scrollwork, and floor-to-ceiling shutters that frame French doors. New brickwork from 
Meridian Brick seamlessly blends new additions with the existing 1930s structure, for a 
total of 7,000 square feet under roof.

The New American Remodel 2018 is a collaboration between the NAHB, Professional 
Builder and Professional Remodeler magazines, and The National Association of Home 
Builders’ (NAHB) Leading Suppliers Council, which supplies vendor-donated appliances, 
products and materials. 

(Opposite, top left): The tri-panel stainless 
elevator door is retractable, allowing 
better access. Inside the elevator itself  
is a wood-paneled cabin in natural 
maple finish.

(Opposite, left): With an expanded  
archway, the dining room is open  
to the foyer and existing lyre design  
stair railing.

(Above): In the dining room, a circular 
neo-classic ceiling detail of applied  
wood painted molding is punctuated  
by twin chandeliers over an elongate 
inlaid dining table. Pilasters and 
wainscot accent the scenic wall  
covering on silver leaf background.
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Interior designer Grant Gribble skillfully blends design elements that honor the 
home’s heritage and embrace the latest looks. “My goal was to create a timeless interior. 
To be on trend, but at the same time not be trendy. To utilize today’s technology, but not to 
appear futuristic; and to create a home to be showcased to many, but to be an actual home 
for the family to reside in and generations to share,” says Grant, owner of Gribble Interior 
Group. He created a design language unique to the home he calls “New Classic Tradi-
tional Style” expressed through the strategic repetition of key design elements. Shape, 
color, pattern and texture unify the home’s transitional interior and traditional exterior.

“Every wall, floor and ceiling detail was carefully designed to develop the most interest-
ing details that could stand alone but also accent the adjacent rooms, while maintaining a 

(Above): A neutral color palette continues 
in the family room featuring white 
tongue-and-groove vaulted ceilings with 
beam detail; gray wood stain furnishing 
and heavily textured upholstery. 

(Opposite, top right): A French, gold sink 
console with Carrera marble top, geometric 
metallic wall coverings and stylized create 
a luxurious powder bath. 

(Opposite, right): Grant designed the “X” 
detail in the ceiling, which is mimicked in 
the flooring with reclaimed wood and 
porcelain tile. 
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timeless interior,” Grant explains. He points to several examples including the circular 
neo-classic design elements on the front door echoed in the dining room ceiling detail. In 
the gallery, an “X” pattern crafted of tile and hardwood from reclaimed floors repeats on 
the ceiling beams as a cross pattern. A herringbone pattern in the reclaimed/engineered 
wood flooring repeats in the brick flooring of the summer kitchen.

Grant’s interior canvas comprises a soft color palette of gray-beige tones punctuated 
with metallic wallpapers and pops of blues and teals grounded by driftwood finishes and 
furnishings. Those who pay close attention are rewarded with visual treats such as the 
original “lyre” design stairway railing; fashion-forward doors from TruStile embellished 
with distinct design elements such as ribbed glass, mottled metal inserts and embossed 
reptile leathers; and distinct ceiling and flooring details in every room.

Key renovations include a larger kitchen with adjoining great room that melds natural 
design elements for a warm, sophisticated style. A custom-designed range hood of ham-
mered zinc commands attention, anchored by double islands, Thermador appliances, 
cabinets from Wood-Mode, countertops by Caesarstone and steel casement-style French 
pantry doors. “The new kitchen, family room and outdoor living areas connect and take 
center stage. We also included flexible spaces that could accommodate different activities 
and entertaining,” Victor says.
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The great room features vaulted, white tongue-and-groove ceilings accentuated with 
dark-stained pine beams and opens to the outdoor living spaces via pocket doors from 
Loewen. Outdoor living areas expand the home’s functional square footage with auto-
mated retractable screens from Phantom Screen. “Aesthetically, the outdoor living area is 
a favorite — it is stunning! You can see inside the home as well as the spacious backyard 
with the new pool/spa, garden area and fire bowl. Everyone who visits the home seems to 
be drawn there as well,” Victor adds.

The new master suite draws inspiration from boutique hotel styling and now resides 
on the first floor with more storage and a larger master bath. “In the new additions, we 
raised the ceiling heights and made the rooms more open. Some spaces were rearranged 
to be more functional. Originally, the bathrooms and closets were quite small, so we 
addressed those areas,” Victor explains. In the master bathroom, one-meter by three-
meter sheets of porcelain book match tiles from Crossville clad the master shower walls 
emulating Calacatta marble. An octagonal patterned wallpaper inset in the ceiling, 
plumbing fixtures, and cabinet hardware add geometric motifs. 

(Opposite): The island barstools actually 
face out into the family room, which 
leads the eye to the outdoor living  
spaces beyond.   

(Top): The focal point of the kitchen is  
the custom hood made of hammered  
zinc and silver Travetine backsplash in 
a stacked pattern. Multiple decorative  
light fixtures also hang in the kitchen, 
including the dual lanterns over the 
island. The off-white cabinets feature  
a “brush stroke” finish.  

(Opposite, right): Highlighted by reclaimed 
French Oak wine barrel flooring in a 
parquet pattern, the home office  
features a custom partner’s desk.  
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The home’s systems are updated with 
full-home automation from Crestron, includ-
ing motorized shades and automated 
lights, surround sound and closed-circuit 
TV security. “The smart home Crestron 
system and all the energy saving features 
make the home function efficiently and 
make it very comfortable,” Victor says.

Expected to perform 57 percent more 
efficiently than the average new home, 
The New American Remodel 2018 boasts 
an improved HERS Index of 46, up from 
the original HERS Index of 125, earning 
Emerald Status  — the highest of the four 
levels of green building recognized by the 
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ICC 700 National Green Building Standard. Other anticipated certifications include 
the Department of Energy’s Energy Star, Builders Challenge qualified/Build America 
Program and Net Zero Energy Ready Home. 

“The project truly exceeded our expectations! It achieved the highest-level energy 
rating possible which is very exciting (especially since the ‘before’ house scored the 
lowest rating). It was such a pleasure to work with our local team along with new 
companies and products,” Victor says. For more information on this project, visit 
TNARH.com.

(Top left): The guest bath includes a vanity 
dresser from Kohler, interlocking molecular-
shaped 18-inch floor tiles and LED 
recessed lamps in the ceiling.    

(Center left): With ample storage, the 
laundry room features dual stackable 
washers and dryers, elongated subway 
tiles with random gray accents and an 
apron-front laundry tub.  

(Below): The Jack and Jill bath makes a  
bold statement with architectural wall 
coverings featuring classic building 
designs, and black and white penny- 
style mosaic flooring.    

(Opposite, both): Perfect for relaxing and 
escaping, the master bath includes a 
pedestal tub and porcelain slab-lined 
shower with rain head ceiling-mount 
shower head.    
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