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LOCAL DESIGN FINDS:
Central Florida Interior Designers 
Share Homegrown Sources for Decor
The latest looks in living spaces are highly curated to express personal style in a process akin to a scavenger hunt for interior 
designers hired to source unique art, accessories and furniture that speak a unique design language. Trade shows and online 
sites are standard sources for the design professionals but for those one-of-a-kind finds, many interior designers shop local, 
working with artists, craftspeople, galleries and showrooms.

by Karen LeBlanc

Today’s designs often include 
a rich mix of new and custom-
made furniture accentuated 
by a vintage or antique piece 
or two. To borrow a well-

known phrase, I find that clients love hav-
ing ‘something old and something new,’” 
explains interior designer Eric Horner, 
owner of Eric Horner Interiors Inc.  

From art and accessories to fabric and 
furnishings, Central Florida’s retail scene 
and trade showrooms offer a treasure trove 
of design finds for the home. We asked 
several successful interior designers to 
share their trade secrets for sourcing 
décor elements locally and culled together 
a list of top shops for design finds. 

INTERIOR DESIGNER 
SHOWROOMS:
Many local interior design studios feature 
showrooms for clients to peruse fabric, 
color and material samples and furniture 
available for purchase through design pro-
fessionals. Others bring their design finds 
direct to consumers through retail stores 
such as Collage Home in College Park. 

Owned by interior designer Grant 
Gribble, FASID, IIDA, president of Grib-
ble Interior Group, and his partner Jack 
Hanson, the home accessories store sells 
online as well. “Interior design tends to be 
a full-time 24/7 job. If you are awake and 
the eye can see it, you are bound to see the 
next must-have for someone,” notes Grant, 
a second-generation interior designer whose 
mother, Alice Gribble, founded Gribble 
Interior Group. “I am very lucky that I 
have a long-standing relationship with 
some of my to-the-trade workrooms for 
upholstery and window treatments and 
installers for wall coverings and floor cov-
erings, some for close to 30 years.”

Interior designer Eric Horner main-
tains a full design library in his studio that 
includes fabrics, wall coverings, window 
treatments and furnishings. “No small 
effort is placed on selecting and maintain-
ing the resources of our library as it is the 
foundational backbone of our design work,” 
he says. 

Interior designer Jose J. Cabrera, prin-
cipal/owner at C L Studio, Inc., has a web-
site portal offering consumers access to 

trade showrooms and express design ser-
vices with hourly and fee structures for 
clients with smaller projects. “C L HOME 
is geared to address those needing the 
expertise of an experienced interior 
designer without entering into a long-
term designer-client relationship,” says 
Jose, who represents thousands of lines of 
furnishings, fabrics and wall coverings in 
his design studio.

VINTAGE FINDS & 
ANTIQUES:
First dibs may be the online behemoth for 
designer vintage finds and antiques but 
there is nothing like a brick-and-mortar 
store to see, touch and appreciate the scale 
of a piece and its provenance. For midcen-
tury modern aficionados, Atomic Junkies 
Midcentury Modern Gallery in Winter 
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Park offers a famous-name collection of 
pieces by modernist masters produced in 
the ’40s and ’50s.

Carousel Emporium in Orlando is Eric’s 
go-to source for those “needles-in-the-hay-
stack” among the showroom’s collection 
of 19th and 20th century antiques. “The 
wealth of knowledge from their staff and 
vendors is world-class and far exceeds the 
footprint of their store. From furniture, to 
porcelain items, to antique rugs, we usu-
ally find that special piece to complete a 
job,” he says.

CUSTOM WOODWORKS:
When a project calls for a one-of-a-kind 
piece, interior designers often look to local 
shops and craftspeople to create custom 
pieces or repurpose furniture. “When 
looking outside of our design and resource 
library, we look for craftsmen and shops 
that will work with us as an ensemble 
cast, which I think brings the best possible 
end result to our clients. I look for resources 
that will listen to our needs and offer their 
expertise and suggestions in finding solu-
tions,” Eric says. 

Gleman & Sons Custom Woodworks in 
Sanford is a popular source for repurposed 
furniture and décor elements. The family-
operated, environmentally conscious wood-
working company creates custom pieces 
crafted of repurposed materials. “They 
will take our design, offer suggestions for 

Gleman & Sons 
Custom Woodworks

may | june 2018      67



home&design

improvement if necessary, and turn it into 
a beautifully handcrafted piece of furni-
ture that is both functional and a point of 
interest in our client’s home,” Eric adds.

The custom woodshop is a reclaimed 
lumber vendor and works with interior 
designers, architects and general contrac-
tors to create hardwood flooring, tables, 
barn doors, shelving, fireplace mantels, 
cabinetry and art pieces. Mark Bebermey-
er, interior designer, principal, Gallery B 
Designs, has worked with Gleman & Sons 
to craft antique wood and barn siding, rus-
tic floating shelves, and feature walls of 
textured mushroom wood for his clients. 

For custom pieces crafted of new mate-
rials, Eric calls on Altamonte Woodwork-
ing in Longwood to build cabinetry and 
furniture. “Like Gleman & Sons, they work 
in tandem with us on the design and fin-
ishes selected for the piece. For more than 
25 years we have partnered with Altamonte 
Woodworking on countless projects through-
out the state,” he says.

dence we are working on if their inventory 
doesn’t carry the right selections,” Eric 
notes. The Flooring Center in Orlando, a 
family-owned flooring retailer since 1985, 
also makes the list for its large selection of 
tile, rugs, wood floors and carpet. For lux-
ury rugs and carpeting, interior designers 
including Jose often collaborate with Car-
pet Source of Winter Park on high-end 
installations. 

Orlando, a Florida contemporary art orga-
nization with two galleries of works from 
photographers and multimedia artists. 
“For a city the size of Orlando, it’s amazing 
how many wonderful and talented people 
we have living here,” says Jose, who spe-
cializes in helping clients discover, dis-
cern, acquire and integrate art in living 
spaces. He often consults with Snap! 
Orlando to discover new artistic talents 
and commission works for his clients. 

Mark sources original art from Central 
Florida’s vast talent pool of local artists 
including Jeff Huckaby, Alan Pepin, and 
painters at Aztec Scenic Design. “Alan 
Pepin is an amazing, classically trained 
artist and has a wonderful sense of color. 
His blend of abstract and reality are fun to 
experience,” says Mark, who recently 
selected a Pepin’s painting of Converse 
shoes for a client’s project. For another proj-
ect, he selected a New York cityscape paint-
ing by Jeff Huckaby. “I had a client who 
wanted her first piece of custom art and all 
she could tell me was that she wanted it to 
have the colors that were on the current 
cover of an interior design magazine. Jeff 
painted the New York City Highline park 
at dusk and the 4' x 6' piece that resulted is 
one of their treasures,” he adds. 

When incorporating a client’s existing 
art collection into a project, Eric often 
works with The Great Escape Frame & 
Art on Mills Avenue in Orlando to update 
the frames. “Art is truly the “jewelry” in 
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FLOORING & FLOOR  
COVERINGS:
Favorite flooring vendors making the local 
list include Oriental Rug Source in Winter 
Park for its vast collection. “Their show-
room is full of interesting and gorgeous 
one-of-a kind rugs and they will bring in 
rugs from outside vendors to fit the resi-

ART ELEMENTS:
Art can be a powerful element of personal 
expression and a dramatic focal point. 
Finding the perfect piece for a client’s liv-
ing space requires an interior designer to 
have specialized knowledge and relation-
ships in the art world. Many turn to Snap! 

Color Reflections
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the home and custom framing is key to 
presenting that art properly, so it enhances 
not only the work, but the room it resides 
in,” he says.

For custom-printed accessories and art, 
Mark turns to Color Reflections, a digital 
printing company. “The company gives 
designers total customization ability and 
options. The showroom is worth a visit. I 
am most excited about their new offering 
to custom print upholstery, wallpaper, pil-
lows, all types of window treatments, and 
even rugs.” The company is located in 
downtown Orlando and can print any size 
on a large variety of materials. 

Our list of top shops for design finds in 
Central Florida is by no means compre-
hensive, but perhaps it’s a starting point to 
scout for your own style elements. Despite 
the proliferation of online home décor 
shopping sites, it’s encouraging to see a 
growing industry of hybrid businesses in 

Central Florida that combine storefronts 
and design studios with vignettes that 
visualize design concepts and inspire con-
sumers. 

It’s hard to replicate on a computer 
screen or smartphone — for example, the 
visceral experience of walking through 
Lightstyle of Orlando’s showroom with 
every inch of its ceiling covered in designer 
fixtures where you can appreciate the mate-
rial, color and scale of every product. We’d 
love to hear your picks for top design finds 
too. Email your suggestions to karen@
thedesigntourist.com and I’ll put together 
a list of reader picks for local design finds 
in an upcoming issue. 

Karen LeBlanc is host of The Design Tourist 

series. She travels the globe attending some 

of the world’s premiere design events in search 

of the latest trends, tastemakers and unique 

finds. Learn more at thedesigntourist.com. 
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