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As a counterpoint to our digitally saturated lives, color trends for 2019 embrace 

flesh tones that evoke a human touch and softer, mid-tone pastels that soothe. 

There’s also a playful side to color in 2019 with palettes expressing an  

exuberance for life as an antidote to stressful times and a counterintuitive 

dynamic to color pairings where opposites attract to express unique styles.

by Karen LeBlanc

Pantone, the global color 
authority, recently picked 
its Color of the Year 2019 as 
PANTONE 16-1546 Living 
Coral, and released its color 

forecast for the coming year accompanied 
by a probe into the human psyche and pop 
culture. Pantone’s Living Coral anchors 
these emerging color trends as a shade of 
orange with a golden undertone. “With 
consumers craving human interaction and 
social connection, the humanizing and 
heartening qualities displayed by the con-
vivial Pantone Living Coral hit a respon-
sive chord,” says Leatrice Eiseman, execu-
tive director of the Pantone Color Institute.

Consumers are looking to color to pro-
vide connection, comfort, joy and stability 
in 2019 as a counter-response to the impo-
sition of digital technology and social 
media. According to Laurie Pressman, 
vice president, Pantone Color Institute, 
consumers are waging a “TechLash” (a 
backlash against technology) with a grow-
ing demand for face-to-face social interac-
tion. “A third of people say digital life is 
harmful to health and happiness. 
TechLash is looking for direct physical 
interaction and touch. The physicality of 
doing something ourselves is vital,” Laurie 
says. 

The PANTONEVIEW home + interiors 
2019 is a color road map to the future that 
guides product design and home interiors 
detailing key color directions into eight 
themes with 72 forecasted colors. Here’s 
what you need to know about emerging 
trending colors in home interiors.  

COLOR FOR COMFORT:
Color palettes that convey coziness and 
warmth accented with softer shapes and 
textures define the latest looks in home 
interiors. The resurgence of the shag rug 
and textural handmade items are essen-
tial elements of the style. “It’s about the 
artistry, a real appreciation of craft. People 
value what goes into the making of a prod-
uct,” Laurie adds. 

For 2019, Pantone compiled two color 
palettes promoting a more serene, centered 
existence. Musings conveys a relaxed, healthy 
lifestyle with delicate, complex colors 
such as variegated greens, pale lilacs and 
supporting shades of gray. Cherish creates 
a refuge for the senses through colors such 
as romantic rose, wispy white, opal gray 
and frosted almond that emote comfort and 
contentment. Soothing tone-on-tone pal-
ettes are being explored by designers for 
all interior spaces. The “elemental textures” 
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Pantone Announces its 
2019 Color of the Year 
with Trending Palettes

2019 COLOR FORECAST 
CALLS FOR CONNECTION,  
COMFORT, AND JOY
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trend in home interiors dovetails with this 
palette. “Design elements with earthy appeal 
and a primal instinct that tie to organic mat-
ter and tactile connection add warmth and 
celebrate craftsmanship,” Laura explains.

The look is about unique layering, 
grained-pattern contours and natural 
woven materials that enhance the cozi-
ness of a space with an artisanal aesthetic 
and material authenticity. 

WGSN, a trend forecasting agency, also 
notes a drive to celebrate the handcrafted 
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processes, honest material choices and tra-
ditional techniques. Natural materials such 
as bamboo, wicker, seagrass, cane, straw, rat-
tan and raffia are being used in more modern 
ways, featuring simple lines and minimalist 
forms, with an occasional accent of color.

COLOR FOR JOY:
Consumers also want joy in their living 
spaces tinged with a nostalgic touch that 
takes them back to the unbridled happi-
ness of childhood. This year brings a rise 
in powerful, positive and exuberant pal-
ettes styled as color mixing and maximal-
ism. “There is a playful release in design 
as an antidote to the chaos and stress of 
life. This childlike experimentation con-
nects us back to simpler times to replace 
our stress with joyfulness and relaxation 
and helps us decompress,” Laurie says.  

Pantone’s color palette Syncopated ex-
presses the more-is-more approach with 

an energizing mix of colors including 
bright yellow, red, magenta, turquoise and 
vibrant greens. “Expressing a unique style 
drives color choice with a bold approach 
and the mixing of opposite hues such as 
blue-green and yellow color combina-
tions,” she adds. Another Pantone palette, 
Cravings, draws on sensory experiences to 

create joy with a spicy red combined with 
neutrals such as cappuccino shades.

Propelled by a penchant for maximal-
ism, pink is fully indoctrinated as a life-
style color, according to Pantone, across all 
ranges of design including interiors. “Pinks 
have been popular for a long time and they 
now cross the gender divide in hues ranging 
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COLOR TO ROOT US:
Our color choices for home furnishings in 
2019 also arise from our desire for stabiliz-
ing tones that ground us in our living spac-
es. “Continued instability in our global 
culture is feeding our desire for grounding 
and warmth, leading us to rich, deep reds, 
flavorful browns and spicy oranges,” Laurie 
notes.

Pantone sees orange making a comeback 
from its heyday in the 1970s, but grounded 
with nourishing browns. Orange reemerges 
in home interiors as darker shades such as 
rust and smoky mandarin, pairing with 
earthy browns such as chestnut and choc-
olate. “Oranges are tempered gradually, 
increasing from petal softness to bright 
flavors, while browns are more golden,” she 
adds. Classico, a Pantone 2019 color pal-
ette, features basic and forever fashionable 
color combinations of caramel-colored tan, 
deep teal, burgundy and red apricot. 
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from paler shades to striking fuchsias and 
magentas,” Laurie says. Pink became pop-
ular in 2014 with the introduction of Mil-
lennial Pink, and later Pantone’s 2016 Color 

of the Year, Rose Quartz. Today, pink is the 
“new neutral,” a core color that gets rein-
terpreted and updated each trend cycle 
and fashion season. 
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With so much competing for our atten-
tion and a pervasive cultural anxiety, col-
ors that center us and bring balance to our 
lives will dictate the direction of design in 
home interiors in 2019.

Karen LeBlanc is host of The Design Tourist 

series. She travels the globe attending some 

of the world’s premiere design events in search 

of the latest trends, tastemakers and unique 

finds. Learn more at thedesigntourist.com. 

The colors of nature and the sea also 
connect us to what’s real as designers em-
brace new material mixes, using warm 
brass design features and color combina-
tions from moss green to burnt orange and 
soft apricot. Violet-shaded blue and blue-

gray add a meditative dimension in home 
style. “Greens express a sense of happiness 
and connection to nature while teals and 
turquoises evoke the colors of water and 
sky that are both gender and age neutral,” 
Laurie says.  
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