
Parade Preview

GREATER ORLANDO BUILDERS ASSOCIATION (GOBA) PRESENTS THE 67TH ANNUAL PARADE 
OF HOMES ORLANDO (POH), SHOWCASING 100+ HOMES THROUGHOUT GREATER ORLANDO 

FROM SATURDAY, MAY 2 THROUGH SUNDAY, MAY 10. FREE, SELF-GUIDED TOURS OF THE PAR-

TICIPATING HOMES OFFER THE LATEST LOOKS AT ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN AND LIFESTYLE 

TRENDS THAT DEFINE THE WAY WE LIVE. HERE’S A PREVIEW OF STANDOUT HOMES IN THREE 

CONSTRUCTION CATEGORIES: CUSTOM, RENOVATION AND PRODUCTION.

by KAREN LEBLANC

GOBA HAS POSTPONED THE 2020 PARADE OF 

HOMES TO A FUTURE DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED
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The 2020 Showcase Home Casa de los Reyes by Turning Leaf 
Custom Homes in Winter Park sets the bar for energy efficiency. 
This 5,764-square-foot home resides on a large in-fill lot, elevat-
ing neighborhood curb appeal with its Mediterranean architec-
ture accented with a multicolored clay tile roof and aquamarine 
windows.

Named after the homeowners, the Reyes, who have two chil-
dren, ages 9 and 13, the living space features five bedrooms, five 
and a half bathrooms, a media room, study 
room, and a three-car garage. The home’s 
defining feature is its energy-efficient solid 
concrete walls known as ICF, an acronym for 
insulating concrete form. “All of our custom 
homes are built with ICF walls, poured solid 
concrete sandwiched between thick insulated 
panels of expanded polystyrene insulation, a 
lightweight, closed-cell insulation. Because 
there are no cold joints or gaps for air to pene-
trate, the ICF walls stop radiant heat from 
entering the home,” says John Riddle, vice 
president of Turning Leaf Custom Homes. 

The ICF walls, built in-house by Turning Leaf, 
contribute to the home’s green certification 
and lower energy bills. “The ICF walls pro-
duce a lower utility bill than homes with a 
standard HVAC system,” says Ryan Bitzer, 
president of Turning Leaf Construction. Oth-
er features fostering the home’s green certifi-
cation include a state-of-the-art air condition-
ing system by Daikin. 

“The home is designed to be family-focused and to entertain 
guests. The homeowners didn’t want the living spaces segre-
gated,” Ryan says. The general contractor handcrafted several 
design elements, including a custom poured-in-place, finished 

concrete countertop on the kitchen island that spans 14 feet by 6 
feet, situated between two skylights. Ryan also crafted the 
poured-in-place outdoor kitchen counter and a bench around 
the fireplace.

The homeowners express their appreciation for color with a 
mosaic clay tile roof, hand-blended by 5 Points Tile in Oviedo, 
using blue, green and red clay tiles palletized to create a custom 
design. Aquamarine aluminum-clad, wood windows by Ander-

sen Windows & Doors and matching aquamarine 
cabinetry mixed with navy cabinetry throughout 
the home complement colorful cement tiles in 
rooms and bathrooms. 

The kitchen is outfitted with Wolf and Sub-Zero 
appliances, shaker-style, cerused, whitewashed 
oak custom cabinetry, and painted navy base cabi-
netry on the kitchen island, handmade by Jackson 
Pierson Cabinetry in Longwood. The kitchen leads 
to an outside covered entrance and connects with a 
butler’s pantry, also with navy cabinetry that 
matches the kitchen island. 

Flooring in the main living spaces echoes the cabi-
netry with whitewashed oak engineered hard-
wood planks in an oil-rubbed finish, while Span-
ish-style cement tile appears in various designs in 
the kitchen, laundry room and bathrooms. 

“The interior walls are painted off-white as a neutral 
because the homeowners wanted to draw focus to 

the finishes and the fixtures,” Ryan says. The walls’ rounded cor-
ners and smooth drywall finish cue the Mediterranean-style 
interiors.

The master suite, located at the right rear of the home, features 
the same whitewashed oak flooring, custom milled in smaller 

“All of our custom homes 

are built with ICF walls, 

poured solid concrete 

sandwiched between thick 

insulated panels of 

expanded polystyrene 

insulation, a lightweight, 

closed-cell insulation. 

Because there are no cold 

joints or gaps for air to 

penetrate, the ICF walls 

stop radiant heat from 

entering the home.”

Opposite: The 2020 Showcase Home Casa de los Reyes  
by Turning Leaf Custom Homes
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planks and arranged in a herringbone design. It opens to a 
breakfast patio with paved walkways to the courtyard and pool 
area. The master bath has his and her walk-in closets with the 
man’s closet doubling as a safe room. “The closet has ICF walls 
and a solid concrete deck overhead so it functions as a ventilated 
concrete reinforced safe room. Many of our clients want a safe 
room. Because our homes are built with ICF walls, this is an 
easy feature to provide,” John adds. 

 The master bath has a wet room outfitted with the Kohler Digital 
Shower Experience comprised of six body sprayers, three shower 
heads and a rain head, all digitally controlled by a touch screen 
system with remote control. Homeowners can customize their 
shower experience with temperature and water pressure settings 
as well as light and sound features. A soaker tub resides at the 
back of the wet room. “We are seeing wet rooms with the shower 
and bathtub combo as a popular lifestyle trend,” John says. 

The children’s wing resides on the other side of the home with 
two en-suite bedrooms, one for the son and the other for the 
daughter, with a powder bathroom in between. An office on the 
front left wing of the home drinks in natural light through large 
windows and features custom concrete tile flooring and a painted 
tongue-and-groove ceiling accented with cypress beams. 

The home’s media room opens to the outdoor living space and 
features a surround sound system, pocket doors with glass 
inserts for soundproofing and white oak cerused finished cabi-
netry that spans the entire wall. The media room leads to the 
children’s study outfitted with built-in desks, cabinetry, and a 
drop zone crafted of a beaded backboard to hang and organize 
belongings.

The outdoor kitchen is framed by triple arches and opens to a 
custom pool with travertine coping and brick tile walkways. 
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Other notable features include an automatic back-up power gen-
erator using natural gas and a Lutron home automation system 
that controls entertainment, climate security, automated blinds, 
and monitors the home.

A whole-home renovation by Farina & Sons on the POH tour in 
Orlando restores its original French country character and 
expands living space with two seamless additions on both wings. 
The homebuilder gutted the 5,000-square-foot home, reframed 
and rebuilt it creating an expanded master suite and larger 
kitchen. The home’s facade had a facelift with new paint, roof 
tiles, windows, and its original decorative pediments resized to 
fit the windows. The team also restored the home’s original cop-
per cupola over the garage.

“The house had been remodeled several times and when we 
started this big renovation, there were two roofs. We removed 
the original roof and lifted the interior ceilings, giving the home 
another two feet of ceiling space to play with for different ceiling 
treatments,” says Victor Farina, president of Farina & Sons. 
Throughout the home, ceiling heights range from 9 to 11 feet, 
showcasing architectural details. “All interior doors are 8 feet 
high and 2 inches thick with a raised four-panel design evoking 
that French country look,” Victor adds. 

Interior designer Grant Gribble of Gribble Interior Design 
Group worked with the homeowner to select finishes, fixtures 
and colors. “The home is very traditional in a classic style with 
clean and calculated details,” Grant says.

Farina & Sons worked with architect Mark Nasrallah to create a 
split floorplan that situates the master suite on one side and a 
mini master suite on the opposite side of the home with a great 
room that opens to the kitchen. “The plan was not functional 
and had been renovated a few times without a grand plan design, 
so it became a hodgepodge that needed to be cleaned up,” Victor 
explains.

Opposite: Farina & Sons whole-home renovation exterior.

Top: The foyer of the Farina & Sons project boasts an 11-foot  
barrel ceiling with classic accents.

Bottom: The master shower sits in the center of the bathroom as a 
seamless glass room, clad in large-format, thin porcelain tile that 
mimics the look of marble.
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The foyer creates a sense of arrival with an 11-foot barrel plaster 
ceiling accented with new trim, paneling, wainscot and wallpa-
per. “The home is a clean, tailored, traditional style. There seems 
to be a trend toward that. Not everyone loves super contempo-
rary interiors. The idea is to be timeless yet current— on-trend, 
but not too trendy,” Grant says.

Dark-stained, white oak floors lead from the foyer into the office 
embellished with coffered ceilings. A dining room resides oppo-
site the office with its original stone fireplace surround. An 
arched hallway with linen closets leads to the enlarged master 
suite with coffered ceilings that opens to the backyard. The mas-
ter bath features his and her vanity areas, a makeup niche, and 
his and her toilet rooms.

The master shower sits in the center of the bath-
room as a seamless glass room, clad in large-for-
mat, thin porcelain tile that mimics the look of 
marble and book matched to showcase its vein-
ing. “Situating the shower centrally in the bath-
room as a focal point is an emerging trend, rath-
er than the freestanding tub, which we located at 
the back-rear wall with a picture window to the 
backyard,” Victor says.

The walk-in master closet, by Masterpiece Clos-
ets, is designed to evoke the look and feel of a 
high-end boutique with fold-out dressing mir-
rors, tall pullout storage in bulkhead doors, plen-
ty of shoe racks, and illuminated by natural light 
from windows in the front and back of the closet.

Renovations expanded the kitchen with an additional 120 square 
feet of space for a walk-in pantry, a mudroom area, and a drop 
zone that opens to a covered walkway leading from the garage. 
The chef’s kitchen features Caesarstone countertops, a custom 
range hood crafted of copper, and a marble tile backsplash that 
extends up to the crown molding. It is outfitted with a built-in 
refrigerator, double ovens and two kitchen islands, one for casual 
dining and the other as a prep area. “The open plan kitchen/
family rooms continue to be a popular lifestyle trend. We 
designed the kitchen counter to face toward the family room, as 
opposed to the typical placement where the stools face the kitch-
en to foster that open concept,” Grant adds. 

The family room draws the eye to coffered ceilings soaring 14 
feet high accented with large maple beams and opens to an 
upgraded outdoor living space with a new summer kitchen 
equipped with a grill and Green Egg cooker, both framed by a 
stone range hood that matches the new stone fireplace and out-
fitted with weather-proof cabinetry by Naturecast. 

 Other modifications to the home include a relocated laundry room 
near the master suite with a large window overlooking the back-
yard. The team also rewired the home with smart technology and 
added foam insulation and new AC systems with mini zones and 
dehumidification functions to improve the home’s energy efficien-
cy. “There are no hot or cold spots in the home because we did sepa-

rate dehumidifiers,” Victor explains. Outstanding 
lifestyle features include a temperature-controlled 
wine room clad in brick with closed-cell foam insu-
lation to control humidity. 

In the production home category, the Massiano 
model home, by Toll Brothers in southwest 
Orlando, inspires ideas for entertaining and out-
door living. Located in the gated community of 
Royal Cypress Preserve, the Spanish Colonial 
style home spans 2,199 square feet. Its soaring 
two-story foyer reveals a private wine room and 
custom woodwork, which can be found through-
out the home. The spacious great room opens to 
the dining area and gourmet kitchen, which is 
highlighted by a custom island, quartz countertops, 
KitchenAid gourmet appliances and upgraded 

cabinetry. The luxurious master suite features a serene bay win-
dow sitting area with views of a pond, as well as access to the 
covered lanai and dual walk-in closets. The master bath includes 
an exquisite free-standing tub, an expansive shower with a seat, 
and dual quartz top-sink vanities. The wood stairs lead up to a 
cozy loft and an expansive fourth bedroom and full bathroom 
that is ideal for an older child or guests.

Designed for entertaining, the open-concept floor plan features 
large sliding glass doors that lead to an outdoor kitchen for true 
indoor-outdoor living. Outside, the covered lanai includes a gas 
fireplace and overlooks the custom pool, which is complete with 
a waterfall and spa, and surrounded by lush landscaping, creat-
ing the ideal private retreat.

“The open plan kitchen/

family rooms continue to 

be a popular lifestyle 

trend. We designed the 

kitchen counter to face 

toward the family room, 

as opposed to the typical 

placement where the 

stools face the kitchen to 

foster that concept.”
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Homes are on view during the 67th Parade of Homes 

Orlando from 10am – 6pm daily. For more information, 

visit ParadeofHomesOrlando.com.

Top: The Massiano model home by Toll Brothers exterior.

Right: The kitchen of this home is highlighted by a a custom island, 
quartz countertops, KitchenAid gourmet appliances and upgraded 
cabinetry.

SPRING  |  SUMMER  2020      95


