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As transplants from Los Angeles, 
they moved to Orlando in 2010 
and soon discovered a creative 
void. Patrick published an arts 

magazine in LA focused on photography 
but couldn’t find a similar creative outlet 
for his talents, experience and contacts in 
Orlando. He and Holly collectively have a 
curatorial eye for talented photographers, 
so they came up with an idea to hold an 
international photography festival. “Down-
town Orlando was trying to become a des-
tination, drawing tourists from the amuse-
ment parks into the city core. I approached 
the Downtown Development Board ask-
ing for support to bring an international 
photography festival to Orlando in 2010. 
Orlando at that time was not known as a 
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center for the arts. That’s why the city was 
behind us,” he explains. 

Over the next four years, the photogra-
phy festival grew in size and stature, evolv-
ing into two permanent galleries, SNAP! 
Space Contemporary Art Gallery located 
on East Colonial Drive and SNAP! Down-
town Contemporary Art Gallery on Church 
Street. “The photography festivals galva-
nized the arts community and created 
thousands of international ambassadors 
who went back to their respective countries 
spreading the word that Orlando is a vibrant 
and viable arts community. Photographers 
began to view Orlando as a destination to 
showcase their art,” Patrick adds. 

Today, the SNAP! galleries simultane-
ously showcase the work of master artists 

worldwide while cultivating emerging 
local talent. SNAP! is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in 2020 with a yearlong cal-
endar of commemorative events starting 
with its current exhibit, Douglas Kirkland, 
A Life In Pictures. Kirkland, a Hollywood 
photographer, is perhaps best known for 
his iconic 1961 photo of Marilyn Monroe 
seductively posed on a bed. Kirkland 
made a name for himself photographing 
silver screen sirens including Marlene 
Dietrich, Audrey Hepburn, Elizabeth Tay-
lor and Brigitte Bardot, plus countless 
other celebrities and famous personali-
ties. The retrospective exhibit features 50 
years of Kirkland’s work, building on an 
earlier exhibit of his work in Orlando.

 “I knew Douglas Kirkland when I was 

Patrick and Holly Kahn understand the power of an image; how the camera lens frames perception,  
fosters ideas and ignites creativity. Ten years ago, they harnessed the potency of photographs as a catalyst to put  

Orlando on the international map as an arts destination. “We wanted to put the cultural presence of Orlando  
on the world stage and bring this type of energy to the city,” Patrick says.
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living in LA, and he was the first photog-
rapher we introduced to Orlando in 2010. 
At the time we brought his work here, 
nobody knew who he was, but it created a 
lot of interest,” Patrick says.

In 2014, Patrick and Holly opened 
SNAP! Space in the old Cameo Theater, a 
renovated movie house on East Colonial 
Drive. The gallery space has a timeworn 
patina counterbalanced with contempo-
rary architectural details. The Kahns no 
longer host annual photography festivals, 
focusing their energies instead on events 
throughout the year including exhibits, 
artist talks and gallery dinners. In 2016 a 
SNAP! patron offered the Kahns gallery 
space in a new apartment building down-
town, The Camden. “The developers had a 
concept of personalizing the building 
with art. They wanted a formal gallery 

Francoise Kirkland 
and Patrick Hahn 
celebrate with 
Douglas Kirkland 
(seated) for his 
exhibit Douglas 
Kirkland, A Life In 
Pictures.

A portrait of 
Audrey Hepburn by 

Douglas Kirkland.
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with rotating art, activated by gallery 
owners,” Patrick explains. SNAP!’s down-
town location spans the entire first floor 
of The Camden with three galleries. 
“Every few months, we bring in different 
shows that draw new crowds,” he adds. 

The couple is now working to create an 
outdoor arts presence. “We want to create a 
permanent attraction that the tourism 
bureau can consistently promote, rather 
than temporary art installations,” Patrick 
says. SNAP! created a public art project 
called City Unseen, a virtual installation of 
augmented reality viewable via an app on a 
smart device. So far, City Unseen encom-
passes nine installations downtown with 
one planned on the grounds of the Orlando 
Science Center to support its upcoming 
Pompei exhibit opening in May. Another 
virtual installation opens soon at  Discover 
Downtown, the downtown visitors bureau, 
featuring a huge mural activated by aug-

mented reality. City Unseen recently won a 
Golden Brick Award for its innovation and 
technology.

Reflecting on the 10-year journey of 
SNAP!, Patrick and Holly find deep satis-
faction and fulfillment bringing world-
class photography and art to Orlando. “We 
work out of passion. It’s why we started 
this project. We didn’t want to have to go 
to Miami, New York or LA to experience 
the same caliber of art. The whole arts 
movement is becoming more present and 
legitimate. It’s very satisfying to see how 
art changes people’s lives,” Patrick says. 

In April, SNAP!’s 10th-anniversary mar-
quee event, Eyewitness, 46 Years of Photo-
journalism by Red Huber, debuts. “Red 
Huber is our local photography legend, 
known for his newspaper photographs of 
the Space Shuttle and recognized world-

wide for his mastery of those photos. Red 
Huber also is a phenomenal documentary 
photojournalist. We want to show his 46- 
year career working at the Orlando Senti-
nel,” Patrick says. 

Huber retired in 2018 as a newspaper 
photographer leaving a legacy of powerful 
headliner images, including Trevon Mar-
tin and Casey Anthony. “This retrospec-
tive will be an amazing experience for 
Red Huber because he has only ever seen 
his pictures on newsprint, which is the 
lowest quality possible for a photo. This is 
his first exhibition of photos printed on 
beautiful, high-quality, luminescent paper 
and framed giving the respect and dignity 
his photos deserve,” Patrick says.

SNAP!’s downtown location will pres-
ent As Seen in Florida, a Florida-centric 
photography exhibition including the 
work of Steven Benson, who documents 

Shawn Theodore, Holly and Patrick Kahn and Jamel Shabazz at the gallery opening for  
SHABAZZ | THEODORE.

3 Endeavour Launch Pad by Red Huber 
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the construction of I-4, and Matt Roberts, 
a photographer living in Deland who cap-
tures images of local buildings with stark 
backgrounds. The work of Lauren Mitchell, 
another local photographer known for 
her quirky images of Florida, and that of 
Frank Day from Washington D.C., who 
photographs RVs in jungle environments 
in Florida, also is on view.

SNAP! aims to continue raising the bar 
by presenting a high level of art to the 
community from local and international 
talents. During the curating process, the 
Kahns look for a common thread, a begin-
ning and an end but not necessarily a 
theme. “There is a level of discernment 
and it’s important to be able to say no in 
the curating process. When you mix great 
talent with sub-par works, it devalues the 
entire exhibit. As a gallery, we try to 

curate in a way that skews average for 
excellent work, rather than worrying 
about filling up every inch of available 
wall space. A lot of thinking goes into 
selecting the art we present. At the end of 
the curating process, we walk around the 
space with a collective sigh of satisfac-
tion,” Patrick explains. 

Eyewitness, 46 Years of Photojournalism by 
Red Huber, runs from April 24 – July 5. For 
more information, go to snaporlando.com. 

Karen LeBlanc is host of The Design 
Tourist series. She travels the globe  
attending some of the world’s premiere 
design events in search of the latest trends, 
tastemakers and unique finds.  
Learn more at thedesigntourist.com. 
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