
iNSPiRiNG sPACEs

According to Trend Hunter: 
“Working from home 
will be a large part of the 
‘new normal.’ It takes 66 

days for people to form a new habit, 
and many people have been working 
from home for months now. Many 
companies have been surprised by 
the effectiveness of virtual collabo-
ration, and many employees have 
formed habits they will continue 
post-pandemic.” 

As a journalist, I’ve spent the past 
two decades working from home, 
but the pandemic has revealed 
shortcomings in my workspace. 
My workday now requires face-flat-
tering ring lights, wireless earbuds, 
a fast internet connection, plus a 
pretty backdrop, devoid of clutter 
and personal effects that I don’t 
want visible to co-workers. Staging 
my home office for this new way of working is akin to decorating 
a theater or movie set. My virtual backdrop is a work in progress, 
and admittedly I could still use a few pointers. For many of us, 
it’s time to reimagine the look, location and function of the home 
office. 

REIMAGINING THE HOME OFFICE 
FOR OUR NEW REALITY

5 TIPS FOR A PRODUCTIVE WORKSPACE

For months, many of us have been working from home as COVID-19 keeps us out of the office and  
socially distanced. Face-to-face meetings have gone virtual via Zoom, Skype and other popular  

online platforms. The pandemic’s sudden onset and seismic upheaval in the workforce had many employees 
scrambling to cobble together temporary workspaces, perhaps a dining room table or kitchen countertop.  

Half a year into this new reality, we realize our makeshift workspace is now mandatory for  
conducting business. Working from home is here to stay, at least in the immediate future.

by Karen LeBlanc

“I feel this is the most timely and 
important issue in home design 
today. People face a ‘new normal’ 
that includes how and when to 
work from home,” says interior 
designer Eric Horner, owner of 
Eric Horner Interiors. 

For interior designers, COVID-19 
has created an opportunity to 
rethink the home office given the 
new demands of working remotely 
with your face and place on view. 

“What was once an afterthought 
or low priority living space now 
becomes an important room in the 
home as telecommuting becomes 
an accepted way of working,” adds 
Jacqueline Marquez, director of 
sales and design at The Closet Fac-
tory. The company is experiencing 
an uptick in home office projects 
and personal workspaces since the 

pandemic. “This change is so critical for how families use their 
homes for workspaces and places to congregate,” she explains.

The home office joins the ranks of the kitchen and master 
bedroom in terms of living space clout as more businesses relax 
work-from-home policies or shift to full-time remote work. 

Eric Horner Interiors
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“The post-COVID-19 business land-
scape will undoubtedly look remarkably 
different from the business world we 
knew just six months ago. Commercial 
real estate is costly, and many businesses 
realize that they need less of it, if any at 
all. As Americans transition to working at 
home either part or full time, the hybrid 
home office/guest bedroom or home office/ 
den may start looking more like a dedi-
cated workspace,” says interior designer 
Ted Maines, owner of Ted Maines Interiors.

To help us reimagine the home office 
in our new normal, I asked for expert 
advice from several Central Florida design 
professionals. I distilled it down to five 
tips for designing, decorating and retrofit-
ting a home office.

The Closet  
Factory

Ted Maines 
Interiors
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DEDICATE A PERMANENT 
WORKSPACE:
Today’s home office demands a distraction-
free zone, devoid of noise interference 
from the household, if possible. It requires 
a permanent place rather than a make-
shift space. 

“The biggest thing I think people have 
learned is there needs to be separation 
from family and work. With the COVID-19 
shutdowns, people were forced to create 
home offices without much preparation. 
Some people set up shop at their dining 
room table or in some remote spot of their 
home. The cacophony of daily life does not 
make the most conducive work environ-
ment,” shares interior designer Hattie 
Wolfe, co-owner of Wolfe-Rizor Interiors.

Design experts advise finding a perma-
nent place for your workstation, prefera-
bly with enough privacy to shut out noise 
and distraction. “Select a room with a 
door so the office can be closed if need be 
for conferencing or to be kept out of sight,” 
Eric adds.

“This is a critical area to allocate, 
whether it be for the professional to work 
and think or children to work on home 
schooling and homework. Trying to work 
on leftover counter space at the kitchen 
table or on the counter is not productive,” 
Jacqueline explains. 

This reprioritization of living space is 
changing the flow and function of floor-
plans. “The home office, by force, will replace 
the obligatory den, once used to balance 
the dining room in the home’s entry 
sequence. Most people now need this space 
to conduct everyday business and have a 
comfortable place for conversation and 
personal reflection,” says interior design-
er Rob Turner, owner of CRT Studio.

SET THE VIRTUAL STAGE:
Think of the home office as a movie set 
and your work as theater. Today’s home 
office needs to look and play the part in 
the virtual world. This means it needs to 
have a “staged” backdrop for conducting 
virtual calls and conferences. “Function 
also looks very different in a pandemic 
with the rise in virtual meetings via Zoom 
or other forms of electronic conferencing. 
People yearn to feel safe and that their 
personal space, which is now on public 
display, is professional and attractive. 
We’ve all seen the Zoom cameras focus on 
things it shouldn’t, such as an ugly or dirty 
ceiling fan, a messy bookcase, or a wall of 

crooked pictures! Taking a little extra 
thought and care in layout and accessoriz-
ing can easily mitigate such embarrassing 
moments,” Eric says. 

Hattie suggests hanging a painting or 
positioning a bookcase with interesting 
items as a camera-ready backdrop for the 
home office. “I always recommend doing a 
practice shot to see what others are seeing 
on their screen. Lighting is important too. 
You may need window treatments to cut 
down the glare, or brighter bulbs to lighten 
the room,” she adds. 

Design consultant Susan Pridgen of 
PB Interiors suggests starting with a 
fresh coat of paint for an instant upgrade. 
“Painting a bold accent wall or all over can 
completely change the feel of the office to 
be very inspiring,” she says. For a camera-
ready home office, she reduces clutter and 
organizes paraphernalia using simple 
white wall shelves or wall cubbies and 
adds new frames with personal photos. 
“Adding a fun area rug can change the 
look and drapes can soften the space and 
add texture,” she explains. 

Rob recommends a strong focal point 
that is both a design principle and a person-
al statement. “The home office is now the 
backdrop to the world in which people 
operate professionally. I call it the Zoom 
view,” he says. Working with an elevation of 
the room, he designs a space that cleverly 
conceals files, printers and other office 
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equipment to create the effect of an execu-
tive office with an attractive backdrop.

Virtual conferencing tools can expose 
all sorts of aesthetic and personal eye-
sores. “We all need to be aware that our 
background needs to be presentable. Pets, 
crying children, and laundry piles or dirty 
dishes will no longer be acceptable palates 
for our video meetings. If you can’t curate 
12 square feet of space that looks present-
able, sit in front of a window, or invest in a 
piece of art or a bookcase that will be nei-
ther distracting nor aesthetically offen-
sive to the people you’re virtually meeting 
with,” Ted suggests. 

MAKE IT MULTI TASK:
A home office needs to multitask in today’s 
remote workload with areas for thinking, 
reading, doing, and meeting, much like a 
commercial office space provides. When 

possible, Eric designs multiple spaces 
within a home office, including the desk 
workspace, a reading nook, and a surface 
to spread out a project. “We are now ask-
ing clients where they are most comfort-
able while having a virtual conference or 
media meeting. Each area of the home 
office/workspace is designed and decorat-
ed with multitasking abilities in mind,” 

he explains. 
“Space planning is just as much a com-

ponent of interior design as the obvious 
tasks of picking out colors and finishes. 
Efficiency and practical use of space can 
best be achieved by a professional,” Ted 
notes.

ACCENT WITH PLANTS:
Ergonomics and air quality become essen-
tial elements to consider when designing 
a functional home office. If we are going to 
spend an 8-to-10-hour workday at home, it 
should be a healthy space to inhabit. Deco-
rating your workspace with houseplants 
enhances its appearance and air quality 
while reducing the noise level. Since 
plants filter dust particles and harmful 
toxins out of the air we breathe, experts 
suggest decorating your space with two 
plants per 100 square feet to increase the 
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air quality of a room. Houseplants to con-
sider include Areca palms, tall indoor 
plants, and spider plants that grow under 
almost any circumstance, and bamboo 
palms, a tropical plant that thrives in low-
light conditions.

CREATE ROI:
The home office joins the ranks of kitch-
ens and baths when it comes to a renova-
tion return on investment. The workspace 
arguably shares equal billing for its new-
found necessity at home. Investing in a 
home office makeover can lead to 
increased productivity, peace of mind and 
tax breaks. “Talk to your accountant about 
tax advantages of home offices and recog-
nize that money spent on a home office 
can be reallocated from money saved on 
commuting to work, dry cleaning bills 
and the like. I’m convinced that in new 

home design, we will see at least one if not 
multiple home offices becoming required 
necessities,” Ted predicts.

“You and your family deserve dedicated 
areas for work and business. It is an invest-
ment in yourself for peace of mind and 
productivity. Creating good habits for 
yourself and for your family with regard 
to designated workspace and times will 

foster responsible behavior that will pay 
off down the road,” Jacqueline says.

“I believe that the newly awakened value 
of having a home office will once again 
make it a priority in designing, building 
or buying a new home. Right behind the 
kitchen and master suite in priority, I 
think we will find a home office feature in 
the top 5 most desired amenities of a 
home,” Eric adds.

As a consequence of COVID-19, experts 
predict corporate culture will be forever 
changed. One silver lining to these unset-
tling times is the opportunity to examine 
what is and isn’t working at work. 

Eric Horner Interiors

Karen LeBlanc is host of  The Design 
Tourist series. She travels the globe  
attending some of the world’s premiere 
design events in search of the latest trends, 
tastemakers and unique finds. Learn more  
at thedesigntourist.com. 
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