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LOST AND 
FOUND
At the Phillips Collection, designers find new uses 
for mundane or discarded objects. For example, 
these bicycle wheels from Indonesia have been 
born again as a room divider. This and other 
intriguing creations were on view at the recent 
High Point Market, the largest furniture and 
home-accessories trade show in the world. For 
more, see the accompanying story.
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TIPS AND TRENDS FROM THE MASSIVE MARKETPLACE.
By Karen LeBlanc

HIGH POINTS

Jagger metal-base chair in 
Denim by CR Laine

Mirror by the 
Howard Elliott 
Collection

Coffee table by Jamie Drake 
for Theodore Alexander
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Combining trendy and timeless in seem-
ingly casual yet carefully considered 
ways is the direction interior design is 

heading. That’s the impression I got at fall’s 
High Point Market, the largest home-fur-
nishings industry trade show in the world.

Based on my recent trip to the sprawling 
North Carolina confab, here’s a look at the 
latest trends — and tips to make them work 
in any living space. 

MAKE TIMELESS CHOICES
“The look is definitely more clean-lined, 
but people want to keep a certain amount of 
warmth,” says Angela Neel, owner of Angela 
Neel Design in Winter Park. 

“I like to create a classic, timeless look and 
not go too far into a specific style. It’s more dif-
ficult to do it that way. You have to blend and 
balance all of the elements to make it work.” 

Among the designers who successfully 
combine contemporary and classic are 
trendsetters such as TV personality Candice 
Olson, who hosts Divine Design and Candice 
Tells All on HGTV.

The Candice Olson Collection includes 
lines of furniture, fabric, lighting, rugs and 
more. “I’m inspired by the past and the best 

of classic and traditional design,” Olsen says. 
“I begin with a classic silhouette or a pattern 
that has a proven history, and I refine it to fit 
today’s contemporary lifestyles.”

Then, she says, she “injects some person-
ality and some sizzle, which might be from 
nature or architectural motifs.” 

MIX COZY, CONTEMPORARY
For a contemporary space that feels warm, 
Olson recommends mixing familiar or tradi-
tional pieces with more modern décor. 

“There’s a fear factor with contemporary 
interior design,” she admits. “People want 
clean, sleek lines, but they’re fearful that the 
look is going to feel cold and sterile. That’s 
why I always try to inject a dose of something 
familiar, something that references the past.”

Olson’s advice for a quick and affordable 
update: “Ground your space with an area 
rug to establish the color palette, look, feel 
and style of a space. It’s like starting from the 
ground up, literally and figuratively.”

PERSONALIZE, PARE DOWN
Parisians are known for their casual, chic 
style. This French sensibility edits away the 
superfluous and creates a more sophisticated 

look, devoid of distraction. 
“Accessories are very personal,” says Neel. 

“I like to mix family objects with new pieces. 
My mantra is fewer, bigger, better pieces. 
Too many small accessories make the home 
look cluttered and dated.”

Neel, who says many homes have entirely 
too many picture frames and silk plants, ad-
vises her clients to take away at least one out 
of three objects they’re displaying.

Mercedes Lanza, a design consultant at 
the Ethan Allen Design Studio in Winter 
Park, is an advocate of what she calls “the 
collected home.”

“Clients are encouraged to show their 
personalities through their collections,” 
she says. “Displaying what you love makes 
a home feel rich, personal and well thought 
out. Think modern art in a traditional room, 
a deconstructed sofa with a crystal chande-
lier or sparkly wallpaper behind a heavily 
distressed buffet.”

DON’T IGNORE TOUCH
In an effort to create “surface value,” design-
ers are exploring new and unexpected uses of 
materials. Consequently, many new furniture 
and accessory launches at High Point were in-

Easton Chair by 
CR Laine 

Bed from the Mount Vernon 
Collection by Harden Furniture

Room by Angela Neel Design 
features fewer, bigger objects.
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teresting to the touch as well as the eye. 
Materials such as parchment, lacquered lin-

en, faux horn and cast concrete create sensory-
stimulating spaces with intriguing textures. 

Pieces such as the Constantine concrete 
table by Four Hands and the Theodore Al-
exander faux horn neoclassical mirror exem-
plify this trend. 

FRESHEN CLASSIC FORMS
“Some of the things made in the 18th and 
19th centuries were so proportionally beau-
tiful,” says Anthony Cox, creative director of 
Theodore Alexander. “When translated into 
cleaner-lined items, these pieces exude mod-
ern classicism.” 

Jamie Drake’s latest furniture line for the 
company puts a fresh face on classic forms, 
with sfumato lacquer accents and polished 
brass. The collection includes headboards, 
chairs, tables and sofas.

Sfumato, by the way, is a Renaissance 
painting style embodied by the work of 
Leonardo da Vinci. It comes from the Ital-
ian “sfumare,” meaning “to tone down” or 
“to evaporate like smoke.”

“I’m very much inspired by European 
design from the 18th century to the 20th 
century,” says Drake. “I took the essence of 
those time periods and completely changed 
the scale and detail so the pieces are much 
more modern.” 

Early American design is also getting a 
reboot. The Mount Vernon collection by 
Harden Furniture builds on the timeless ap-
peal of the furnishings in George Washing-
ton’s iconic Virginia home.

For example, a traditional poster bed has 
been reinterpreted with cleaner lines and a 
customizable headboard. It’s paired with a 
dresser made of solid cherry wood with shell 
motif handles. 

Leigh and Leslie Keno, the twin-brother 

Ethan Allen has embraced eclecticism, tak-
ing its traditional collections and freshen-
ing them with cleaner lines. It’s an “any-
thing-goes” mentality, says one Ethan Allen 
designer, which encourages pairing of the 
old with the new, and mixing textures and 
styles.
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furniture designers and TV personalities 
known as the Keno Brothers — you’ve prob-
ably seen them on the PBS series Antiques 
Roadshow — have a signature style that fuses 
art deco and mid-century modern influences. 

Many of their pieces offer a visual surprise, 
such as a veneered sideboard with “Keno 
Blue” interiors. “The look today is about be-
ing comfortable with touches of glam,” says 
Leslie.

Adds Bianca Dasilva, a design consultant 
at the Ethan Allen Design Studio at the Mall 
at Millenia: “We’ve taken our traditional col-
lections, such as our British Classics and our 
American Impressions, and offered them in 
an array of updated finishes that have cooler, 
more grayed undertones to the woods.” 

Through the use of cleaner lines and an 
increased emphasis on highlighting the 
beauty inherent in wood, clients are feeling 
more confident in blending the old with the 
new, says Dasilva.

 PAIR THE UNEXPECTED
Four Hands, an Austin-based case-goods im-
porter, has unveiled the Theory Collection 
in collaboration with Van Thiel & Company. 
They’ve dubbed it the “anti-collection” for 
its unexpected pairings and no-rules ap-
proach to mixing and matching.

Many of the eclectic pieces are inspired by 
unusual found objects. The Irondale Giles 
Counter Bench, for example, is modeled on a 
pommel horse (a gymnastics apparatus) dis-
covered in an old gym. The padded leather 
bench works as table or bar seating. 

“Eclecticism has been embraced in design, 
opening the door to an almost anything-
goes mentality, provided it’s done with good 
design sense,” says Donna Wargo, a design 
consultant at the Ethan Allen Design Studio 
at the Mall at Millenia. “It lets us play with 
texture, fabric and a mixture of design styles 
— giving our clients distinctly personalized 
spaces.”

COMBINE WARM METALS
Metal mixing continues to make a strong 
home-fashion statement. “I totally believe in 
the warm tones, whether it’s brass, gold leaf 
or a soft bronze,” says Drake. 

Black nickel is the newest scene-stealer 
making its debut in the Frizzante line of 
lighting and tables by the 
Phillips Collection. Black 
nickel plays well with 
other popular warm met-
als, such as bronze and 
copper.

INFUSE FASHION 
COLORS
The latest runway fash-
ions continue to influ-
ence colors and fabrics in 
home décor. Designer and 
TV personality Joe Ruggiero 
demonstrates this connection 
in his latest Sunbrella fabric 
and furniture collections for 
The M/T Company.

Ruggiero identified five “col-
or stories” that translate from 
the runway to the room — 
cameo, raspberry, mist, denim 
and gray. Denim, a longstand-
ing fashion staple, commands 
heightened respect as a more refined fabric 
in inky blue hues and multi-toned patterns. 
Citrus colors continue to punch up living 
spaces with fruit-bowl inspired hues of tan-
gerine, lemon, lime and red.

RECYCLED AND UP-CYCLED 
Repurposed and up-cycled design finds be-
come statement pieces in today’s home dé-
cor. The ability to see beauty in the mundane 
characterizes much of the creative output of 
the Phillips Collection. 

“Part of our DNA is to find the exotic, 
sometimes the discarded, and to turn it into 
fine art,” explains Jason Phillips, the compa-
ny’s vice president and creative director.

For example, reclaimed bike wheels from 
Indonesia become wall dividers, tables and 
chairs. Discarded soda bottles become out-
door sculptures. 

Whatever home-décor styles you choose, 
Neel recommends a balance of scale, propor-
tion and color: “These three elements come 
together like a three-dimensional painting 
to make a room.”  n

Karen LeBlanc is a Design TV host, writer and 
blogger. Her show, The Design Tourist, airs on 
thedesignnetwork.com and offers a global dose 
of design inspiration. Subscribe to her blog, in-
sidedesign.tv, for news on the latest trends and 
tastemakers in art, architecture, home fashion 
and design plus more videos.

Concrete & Chrome coffee table by The 
Theory Collection from Four Hands

Irondale Giles Counter 
Bench by The Theory 
Collection from Four 
Hands


